


Supreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Gail McHugh <gmchugh@sjbs.org>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:29 AM
To: {SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Support Petition
Penny Miller, Clerk

North Dakota Supreme Court

The follow is a comment in support of the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal
Services by Qualified Attorneys From Outside North Dakota.

There is an emergency affecting the North Dakota legal system resulting from the high number
of arrests related to anti-Dakota Access pipeline matters. There are an insufficient number of
qualified and interested criminal defense lawyers in North Dakota currently licensed to represent
the over 500 people arrested. Many criminal defense lawyers have already maxed out their
public defender allotments. Many others have declined to take on these cases, often due work
load capacity, time constraints or conflicts of interest related to the pipeline industry.
Furthermore, any requests for change of venue have been denied.

These defendents, self-identified as Water Protectors, deserve fair trials and I am concerned that
due to the reasons stated above, the North Dakota court system is currently strained in its
capacity to ensure that defendents recieve these fair trials.

As such, I request that the North Dakota Supreme Court accept and approve the Petition to
Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys From Outside North
Dakota.

Please help all parties ensure that defendents are able to obtain the legal counsel they need to be
given their fair day in court.

Thank you.

Hon. Peter McHugh
Santa Clara County Supervisor
(retired)



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Gail McHugh <gmchugh@sjbs.org>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:32 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Fwd: Support Petition

Penny Miller, Clerk
North Dakota Supreme Court

The follow is a comment in support of the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision
of Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys From Outside North Dakota.

There is an emergency affecting the North Dakota legal system resulting from the
high number of arrests related to anti-Dakota Access pipeline matters. There are
an insufficient number of qualified and interested criminal defense lawyers in
North Dakota currently licensed to represent the over 500 people arrested. Many
criminal defense lawyers have already maxed out their public defender
allotments. Many others have declined to take on these cases, often due work load
capacity, time constraints or conflicts of interest related to the pipeline industry.
Furthermore, any requests for change of venue have been denied.

These defendents, self-identified as Water Protectors, deserve fair trials and [ am
concerned that due to the reasons stated above, the North Dakota court system is
currently strained in its capacity to ensure that defendents recieve these fair trials.

As such, I request that the North Dakota Supreme Court accept and approve the
Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys
From Outside North Dakota.

Please help all parties ensure that defendents are able to obtain the legal counsel
they need to be given their fair day in court.

Thank you.

Gail McHugh

Vice Principal

St. John the Baptist School
Milpitas, CA

(retired)



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather _

From: Haley Bash <haley.l.bash@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:38 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment on Supreme Court No. 20160436

Dear Ms. Miller -

I am writing to express my support for allowing access for Standing Rock water protectors to
independent legal services by attorneys from outside North Dakota.

Sincerely,
Haley Bash



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From; Deborah Snape <borasnape@yahoo.co.nz>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:45 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: FAQ: Penny Miller

Penny Miller, Clerk

North Dakota Supreme Court

The follow is a comment in support of the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by Qualitied Atlorneys From
Outside North Dakota.

There is an emergency affecting the North Dakota legal system resulting from the high number of arrests related to anti-Dakota
Access pipeline matters. There are an insufticient number of qualified and interested criminal defense lawyers in North Dakota
currently licensed 1o represent the over 500 people arrested. Many criminal defense lawyers have already maxed out their public
defender allotments. Many others have declined to take on these cases, often due work load capacity. time constraints or conflicts of
interest related to the pipeline industry. Furthermore, any requests for change of venue have been denied.

These defendants, self-identified as Water Protectors, deserve fair trials and | am concerned that due to the reasons stated above. the
North Dakota court system is currently strained in its capacity to ensure that defendants receive these (air trials.

As such, | request that the North Dakota Supreme Court accept and approve the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal
Services by Qualified Attorneys From Outside North Dakota.

Please help all parties ensure that defendants are able to obtain the legal counsel they need to be given their fair day in court.

There has been considerable complicity violating the rights of a large number of peacetul people apposed to the anti-Dakota Access
Pipeline. This stems from the Morton County Police Department and the North Dakota Governor dircecting law enforcement to
violently uphold DAPL's illegal (without sufTicient legal Environment Impact Study. thus requested and backed up by President
Obama) drilling ol a pipeline to go under the river. The authorities have also barricaded a bridge leaving many people cut off from
closer access 10 hospitals and other essential services, a move that is seen to be most unreasonable and unlawful. These actions violate
human rights and are a discredit to any law enforcement organisation. With the help of vour decision to allow outside legal counsel
this complication to provide full legal representation is vital to uphold a fair justice system. It is indeed felt these Water Protectors will
not receive due care or support if left to what would appear North Dakota's racist and biased police and governing system. [ therefore
urge you to create a level playing field where it is seen that the rule of law is fairly applied.

Thank you and kind regards,

Debby Snape



Supreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: samtmfm . <samtmfm@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 12:51 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment on petition for water protectors’ legal protection.

Addressed to Penny Miller, clerk of North Dakota Supreme Court.
My name is Sam Hinds. I am a 27 year-old graduate student and resident of Berkeley California.
Thank you for receiving these comments on behalf of the water protectors at Standing Rock.

It is my understanding that the sheer volume of arrests have outstripped the reasonable capacities of North
Dakota legal resources to provide fair due process for all water protectors who face prosecution.

I believe this in itself provides sufficient reason to permit that the network of water protectors be granted the
opportunity to summon legal protection from regions beyond North Dakota.

Beyond this, I also believe that the fact of my writing you from out of state further exemplifies that the issue at
hand is of concern to a large collection of citizens beyond the state of North Dakota. Extending the sphere of
permitted legal resources would be a decision acting in accordance with the scope of national concern
surrounding the matters in question.

[ add my comment in full favor of the petitioned proposal to grant water protectors provisional access to legal
resources outside of ND state boundaries.

Thank you so much for your time and consideration,

Sam Hinds



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Cathy McGowan <cat@bippes.net>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 1:55 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: A Petition to the court

To: Penny Miller, Clerk of the Supreme Court.

I believe the only way the Water PROTECTORS will receive a fair trial is by
(1) Changing the venue and

(2} Allowing the right that we all have for fair representation in the court system.
Since | believe they will not get fair representation there, | petition the court to allow out of state legal representation
to ensure fairness on their behalf.
Please consider this petition request.
Sincerely,
Cat McGowan
A United States Citizen residing in central Oregon.

E-mail. cat@bippes.net
Phone: 541 546-7146

Mail address:
Cat McGowan
3647 SW Hwy 97 #2
Madras, Oregon 97741

Sent from my iPhone



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Arlene Santaniello <dolphin9459@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 5:40 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment on Supreme Court No. 20160436

Dear Ms. Miller,
I am writing to express my support for allowing access for Standing Rock water protectors to independent legal
services by attorneys from outside North Dakota.
Sincerely,
Arlene Santaniello
New Paltz, NY

Sent from my iPhone



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Patricia Seibert <pseibert94@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 6:48 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: North Dakota/lawyers

TO: Penny Miller

Clerk of the Supreme Court
| think that the Water Protectors should be allowed to use lawyers of their choice whether instate or
out of state to expediate the court proceedings in North Dakota. This whole situation is an unheard of
in modern times. | believe extraordinary legal proceedings are required to aid in the legal process for
the individuals as well as for the state of North Dakota to insure justice as well as relief to the state of

North Dakota.

Pat Seibert
pseibert94@yahoo.com
Austin, TX




Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Linee DeMouy <ldemouy@mail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 6:52 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office; Linee DeMouy
Subject: Attn: Penny Miller, Clerk of the Supreme Court

December 28, 2016
Ms. Miller,

Thank you for allowing me to make the following public comment regarding the allowing of out-of-state attorneys for
the water protectors.

I feel allowing them to have out-of-state attorneys would greatly free up the necessary people and resources and
remove some of the stress that the public defenders office has been placed under, due to the State's Attorneys office
pursuing these malicious and unwarranted charges. Allowing this would also allow the public defenders to have a more
reasonable case load, thus ensuring an outcome less likely to be appealed.

The State's Attorney, Ladd Eriksson, seems to have been placed under pressure from Governor Dalrymple, to "make
an example" of these water protectors, when all they are trying to do is to protect the water for millions of people,
including a third of our nations agriculture, who rely on this water remaining clean and unpolluted.

In addition to e-mailing this to you, [ am also posting to my Facebook page to make my comments truly public.

Thank you,

Linee DeMouy



Supreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

]
From: Kirsten Rose <kirstenleighrose@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 6:54 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office
Subject: Water Protectors represented by out-of-state lawyers
Hello Penny,

I hope I have the correct information-- that the ND Supreme Court has called for public comments on the
petition filed by WPLC.

I would like to express that as a U.S. citizen [ am in FULL SUPPORT of allowing any help from inside or
outside the state for the Water Protectors, as their actions are affecting all of us, not just themselves.

Thank you for taking this information into account. Please let me know if you require a physical letter as well
as this email.

Sincerely,

Kirsten Rose

4610 Persimmon Drive
Saginaw, MI 48603



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Jane Raymond <bobnjane@charter.net>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:11 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Allow out of state attorneys

I respectfully request that the court allow out of state attorneys to temporarily practice law in North Dakota. Doing so
will ensure that the water protectors from the Standing Rock/NoDAPL encampments who have been arrested will have
legal representation during all court related proceedings.

Thank you for your consideration.

Jane Raymond

4321 Bagley Pkwy

Madison WI153705

Sent from my iPhone



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Sarah Landis <landis.sarah@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:24 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment on Supreme Court No. 20160436

Dear Ms. Miller,
I am writing to express my support for allowing access for Standing Rock water protectors to independent legal
services by attorneys from outside North Dakota.

Sincerely,
Sarah Landis



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Ellie Papageorgiou <elliepap2000@icloud.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:34 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Supreme Court No. 20160436

Re: In the Matter of a Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys from Outside
North Dakota

| wish this petition be granted in order that all defendants charged in the #NoDAPL actions be granted due process.
Ellie Papageorgiou

2/1441 High Street, Glen Iris, Victoria, Australia
0411812172



Supreme Court Clerk’s Office - Keller, Heather

From: lisa.nosal@gmail.com on behalf of Lisa Nosal <lisa.nosal@post.harvard.edu>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:35 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment on Supreme Court No. 20160436

Dear Ms. Miller:

I would like to express my support to permit temporary provision of legal services by qualified attorneys from
outside North Dakota for the Standing Rock water protectors.

Sincerely,
Lisa Nosal




SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Cynthia Williams <cynthiaschool@yahoo.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:37 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Letter in support of out of state lawyers

Dear Ms. Miller,

A friend alerted me to the open comment period as the ND Supreme Court decides on allowing water protectors out of
state representation. | support out of state lawyers for these cases. | am copying my friend's email below, which | agree
with. A fair. Are with qualified representation should always be a priority in our country.

I am writing in full and unqualified support of the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services that was filed
on December 14, 2016. It makes a compelling argument for the need and the Court's ability to permit out of state,
qualified defense attorneys to practice temporarily in North Dakota. The North Dakota judicial system is taxed beyond
what is reasonable due to the hundreds of criminal cases stemming from the events at Standing Rock. The governor has
already declared a state of emergency to activate the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) to utilize
personnel from other states. It is consistent with his declaration for the North Dakota Supreme Court to take similar
emergency measures to ensure that the rights guaranteed by the North Dakota state and US federal constitutions are
upheld. This is not possible unless the Court intervenes swiftly and robustly to utilize lawyers from other states.

I understand that over forty cases are scheduled for January 5, 2017 and there are scores of defendants both indigent
and not indigent who have been unable to obtain legal counsel in North Dakota. The right of all defendants to adequate
and effective counsel undergirds the guarantees of a fair and speedy trial, due process and equal protection that
constitute the cornerstones of the rule of law. | urge the Court to grant permission for legal services to be provided by
qualified attorneys from outside North Dakota as soon as possible.

Warm Regards,

Cynthia Williams

188 Prospect St

Cambridge, MA 02139



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Mary Naff <mjnaff@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:55 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Public comment on amendments

Dear Clerk Miller,

I. Mary J Naff am writing because I am a heartfelt and concerned American citizen who believes in democracy
and the opportunity for true justice. I believe that the water protectors who are engaging in the protests against
the Dakota Access Pipeline (IDAPL) are constitutionally protected to free speech and peaceful protest. Under
international human rights law and standards, the right to a lawyer generally means that a person has the right to
legal counsel of their choice. Therefore, everyone deprived of their liberty or facing a possible criminal charge
has the right to the assistance of a lawyer to protect their rights and to help in their defense. Because of the
importance of trust and confidence between those accused and their lawyers, the accused has the right to choose
their representation. Please allow amendments to the rules that inhibit water protectors from having legal
counsel from their home state. I urge the Court to approve the petition sent by Amnesty International as a matter
of justice for those accused of crimes related to protesting activities in North Dakota. Please allow protesters to
utilize the legal support of their choosing including out of state attorneys. Please allow protesters and attorneys
to share information about #fNODAPL. in the courtroom with the judge and the jury. Please protect the human
rights of these citizens who are generously risking their freedom 1o protect the water we all require daily.

Thank you for your time in considering my comments.
Sincerely.
Mary J Naff

M. "Jessi" Naff M.A.
Mental Health Counselor & Dance/Movement therapy



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: kristina Williams <kriswill31@me.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:59 AM

To: {SUP) Clerk of Court Office

.Subject: Comment on Supreme Court No. 20160436
Dear Ms. Milier,

| am writing to express my support for allowing access for Standing Rock water protectors to
independent legal services by attorneys from outside North Dakota.

Sincerely,

Kristina Williams
Rochester, NY



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Emily Johnston <enjohnston@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:01 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment in support of the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by

Qualified Attorneys From Outside North Dakota.

Dear Ms. Miller,

Aggressive policing of anti-Dakota Access pipeline protest has created an emergency in the North Dakota legal
system, with too few lawyers available to represent the 500+ people arrested. Many criminal defense lawyers have
already maxed out their public defender allotments, and others have declined to take on these cases, due to
workload, time constraints, or conflicts of interest related to the pipeline industry. Furthermore, requests for change
of venue have been denied.

These defendants deserve fair trials, and | am concerned that due to the reasons stated above. the North Dakota
court system cannot ensure these.

| request that the North Dakota Supreme Court accept and approve the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of
Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys From Outside North Dakota. Please help all parties ensure that defendants
are able to obtain the legal counsel they need to be given their fair day in court.

Thank you.

Emily Johnston



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Carrington Petras <schpetras@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:10 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Atttn: Ms. Miller, re Standing Rock

I am writing to express my support for allowing access for Standing Rock water protectors
to independent legal services by attorneys from outside North Dakota.

Sincerely,

Carrington Petras, M.A.

Adjunct in Classics

James Madison University

schpetras@gmail.com



SuEreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Cathy McGowan <cat@bippes.net>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:18 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: A Petition to the court

To: Penny Miller, Clerk of the Supreme Court.

| believe the only way the Water PROTECTORS will receive a fair trial is by
(1) Changing the venue and

(2) Allowing the right that we all have for fair representation in the court system.
Since | believe they will not get fair representation there, | petition the court to allow out of state legal representation
to ensure fairness on their behalf.
Please consider this petition request.
Sincerely,
Cat McGowan
A United States Citizen residing in central Oregon.

E-mail. cat@bippes.net
Phone: 541 546-7146

Mail address:
Cat McGowan
3647 SW Hwy 97 #2
Madras, Oregon 97741

Sent from my iPhone

Sent from my iPhone



Supreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: M Brown <mira.beanl@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:19 AM

To: {SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment on Petition Supreme Court No. 20160436

Dear Ms. Penny Miller, Clerk:

I am submitting a comment on the petition that has been made to the court to allow out-of-state attorneys to
represent the people charged with crimes in association with the nonviolent actions intended to stop the
construction of the Dakota Access Pipeline on disputed Tribal Lands. Regardless of whatever one thinks of
these actions, it is clear that the shear volumes of people facing charges makes it rational to allow out-of-state
representation, in order to avoid undue hardship on the one hand and profiteering on the other hand.

Please allow this petition so that these non-violent water protectors may receive the representation they deserve.
They were acting in good faith, believing that they were preventing a much greater harm, not just to them, but
1o all of humanity, and, indeed, all life on Earth, as we face a climate crisis and need to stop investing in new
fossil fuel infrastructure and keep most of the rest of fossil fuels in the ground.

Sincerely yours,

Mira Brown
26 Roseway St. #2
Jamaica Plain MA 02130

Mira Brown
Boston, MA USA
Cell: 617-909-6329



SuBreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Aparna Das <pampiamdas@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:22 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Re: Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys from

Outside North Dakota — Supreme Court No. 20160436

Dear Ms. Miller:

| am writing in full and unqualified support of the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal
Services that was filed on December 14, 2016. It makes a compelling argument for the need and the
Court's ability to permit out of state, qualified defense attorneys to practice temporarily in North
Dakota. The North Dakota judicial system is taxed beyond what is reasonable due to the hundreds of
criminal cases stemming from the events at Standing Rock. The governor has already declared a
state of emergency to activate the Emergency Management Assistance Compact (EMAC) to utilize
personnel from other states. It is consistent with his declaration for the North Dakota Supreme Court
to take similar emergency measures to ensure that the rights guaranteed by the North Dakota state
and US federal constitutions are upheld. This is not possible unless the Court intervenes swiftly and
robustly to utilize lawyers from other states.

| understand that over forty cases are scheduled for January 5, 2017 and there are scores of
defendants both indigent and not indigent who have been unable to obtain legal counsel in North
Dakota. The right of all defendants to adequate and effective counsel undergirds the guarantees ofa
fair and speedy trial, due process and equal protection that constitute the cornerstones of the rule of
law. | urge the Court to grant permission for legal services to be provided by qualified attorneys from
outside North Dakota as soon as possible.

Aparna Das



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Pat Hartzog <hartzogpat@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:33 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Water Protectors

[ am requesting that you allow out-of-state attorneys to represent the North Dakota Water Protectors.
They have suffered and stood the ground for you as well as for us all.

Thank you for your time,

Patricia Hartzog

Florida



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Kathleen Swyers <swyersk@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:35 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Request approval of petition to permit temporary provision of legal services by qualified

attorneys outside of ND

Dear Penny Miller, Clerk
North Dakota Supreme Court

The following is a comment in support of the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by
Qualified Attorneys From Outside North Dakota.

There is an emergency affecting the North Dakota legal system resulting from the high number of arrests related
to anti-Dakota Access pipeline matters. There are an insufficient number of qualified and interested criminal
defense lawyers in North Dakota currently licensed to represent the people arrested. Many criminal defense
lawyers have already maxed out their public defender allotments. Many others have declined to take on these
cases, often due work load capacity, time constraints or conflicts of interest related to the pipeline industry.
Furthermore, any requests for change of venue have been denied.

These defendants, self-identified as Water Protectors, deserve fair trials and [ am concerned that due to the
reasons stated above, the North Dakota court system is currently strained in its capacity to ensure that
defendants receive these fair trials.

As such, | request that the North Dakota Supreme Court accept and approve the Petition to Permit Temporary
Provision of Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys From Outside North Dakota.

Please help all parties ensure that defendants are able to obtain the legal counsel they need to be given their fair
day in court.

Thank you.

Sincerely,

Kathleen Swyers



Supreme Court Clerk’'s Office - Keller, Heather

From: Patsy Alexander <pialex61@gmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:35 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Comment on Supreme Court No. 20160436

Dear Ms. Miller,
I am writing to express my support for allowing access for Standing Rock water protectors to independent legal
services by attorneys from outside North Dakota.
Sincerely,
Patricia Alexander

"The music is all around us. All you have to do is listen.”
-- Anonymous

Patsy Mijares Alexander
Staunton, VA
540-255-3280

Sent from my iPad



Supreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Kayla Hindle <kayla.hindle47 @gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:56 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Temporarily allow out-of-state attorneys to defend water protectors arrested at

Standing Rock

Ms. Miller,

I am writing to voice my support to temporarily allow out-of-state attorneys to defend the water protectors who
arrested at Standing Rock. Given the current overload of the North Dakota state court system, it would be
unacceptable to force protestors to choose between overburdened counsel and no counsel at all. Please allow the
water protectors to seek out-of-state legal counsel, where needed, with the ability and time to fairly represent
them.

Thank you very much for your time and consideration.

Regards,
Kayla Hindle



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: tillie81@hbci.com

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:56 AM
To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Upcoming Court Cases

Dear Ms. Miller.

| am writing you today concerning the upcoming cases brought by Morton County against Water Protectors in
Cannonball, North Dakota. At the present time, there are not enough public defenders in the state.

Currently, over 100 Water Protectors have been denied public defenders.

These cases can not proceed without these people having defense lawyers.

In order to insure just and unbiased proceedings, | am asking the state to enact a temporary amendment to state rules
that would ease requirements for out-of-state lawyers to come in and protect the Water Protectors at trial.

As things stand now, these trials can't go forward without equal representation under the law. Without defense lawyers,
the trials would be completely unjust.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

Liza Eng

1111 Gilmore Avenue

Winona, MN 55987



Suereme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Katrin Pope <katrin_pope@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:03 AM
To: {SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Subject: Representation comments/DAPL

From: Katrin Pope <katrin_pope@hotmail.com>
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 8:48:44 AM
To: Supclerk@ndcourts.gov

Subject: DAPL protestors

Dear Clerk Miller,

I am writing this to submit comments to the Supreme Court of North Dakota regarding the issue of allowing out
of state attorneys to represent those who have been charged with crimes while protesting the Dakota Access
Pipeline. I strongly urge the Supreme Court to allow out of state attorneys to represent those people facing trial
for their involvement in opposing the DAPL either as public defenders for those who cannot afford to pay for an
attorney or for those who can afford an attorney but are unable to secure one within the state.

according to reports, the public defender system in North Dakota is struggling to handle the case load stemming
from the more than 500 arrests related to protests of DAPL. The petition that was submitted to the court notes
that 79 attorneys have been assigned as public defenders for 265 cases, while an additional 264 people are listed
without counsel. Furthermore, it is reported that private attorneys in the state cannot or will not be able to fill
the needs of those seeking representation. Other public defenders within the state of North Dakota may be
limited from taking on more cases due to the conspiracy charges that were filed in several of these cases.

More generally, I remain concerned regarding the charges brought against the Dakota Access protestors,
including those for conspiracy. Amnesty International previously wrote to the Morton County Sheriff's and
State Attorney's office regarding charges for trespassing that were brought against a member of the media who
was acting in her role of covering the protests that took place on Sept 3 2016 and making that information
available to the public. even though the charges were eventually dropped, the act of bringing charges could be
perceived as an attempt by authorities to discourage further reporting of other protests of the DAPL. While No
one can speak to the specifics of each individual currently facing charges and awaiting trial in Morton County,
it is felt that it is imperative that individuals have access to representation during these proceedings in. Order to
determine the validity of and mount a proper challenge to the charges filed. Should the Supreme Court decide to
deny this current petition, defendants may be forced to represent themselves pro se or face undue delays while
waiting for an attorney in North Dakota that doesn't have a conflict of interest to be retained. Not only will this
violate international standards of the right to fair trial, but it could also be construed as being unconstitutional.
Everyone deprived of their liberty or facing a possible criminal charge has the right to the assistance of a lawyer
to protect their their rights and to help in their defense. Under international human rights law and standards, the
right to a lawyer generally means that a person has the right to legal counsel of their choice. Because of the
importance of trust and confidence between those accused and their lawyers, the accused has the right to choose
who will represent him or her. There must be a reasonable and objective basis for restrictions on choosing
counsel, which should be open to challenge before the court. If the person does not have a lawyer of their
choice, they have the right to effective, qualified assigned counsel, when the interests of justice require. The
assigned counsel must be free of charge if the person cannot afford to pay.

The assistance of counsel is a primary means of protecting the human rights of people accused of criminal
offenses, and in particular their right to fair trial. Whether or not the individuals are assisted by a lawyer often

1



determines whether or not the can participate in legal proceedings in a meaningful way. States must proved
sufficient resources to ensure the availability, throughout the country, of adequate and effective appointed legal
counsel for those charges with criminal offenses. This is essential to ensure the right to fair trial without
discrimination, the right to equality before the courts, the right of those accused to defend themselves, and the
principle of equality of arms. Lastly, everyone charged with a criminal offense has the rights to be tried without
undue delay. The length of time judged reasonable will depend on the circumstances of the case.

The State Bar of North Dakota has the ability to ensure that out of state attorneys are properly licensed and in
good standing in the state where they practice. Therefore, for all of the reasons contained herein, [ urge the
Court to approve this petition as a matter of justice for those accused of crimes related to their protesting
activities in North Dakota.

Personally, [ look forward to news that the Court shows it's faith in the constitutional rights of all accused
protestors. We live in a great nation, and this is the time to show the world that you will do the right thing.
Sincerely, and with continued hope int he Court system,

Katrin Pope
Hanover, Md 21076



Supreme Court Clerk's Office - Keller, Heather

From: Walstad, Jeanne

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:14 AM
To: Miller, Penny; Hulm, Petra

Subject: FW: North Dakota Water Protectors

FY!

From: sandra.billington4@gmail.com [mailto:sandra.billington4@gmail.com]
Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 7:55 AM

To: Walstad, Jeanne

Subject: North Dakota Water Protectors

Sent from Mail for Windows 10

Ms. Walstad:

Thank you for allowing me to make the following public comment regarding the allowing of out-of-state attorneys for the
water protectors.

| feel allowing them to have out-of-state attorneys would greatly free up the necessary people and resources and remove
some of the stress that the public defenders office has been placed under, due to the State's Attorneys office pursuing these
malicious and unwarranted charges. Allowing this would also allow the public defenders to have a more reasonable case load,
thus ensuring an outcome less likely to be appealed.

The State's Attorney, Ladd Eriksson, seems to have been placed under pressure from Governor Dalrymple, to "make an
example” of these water protectors, when all they are trying to do is to protect the water for millions of people, including a
third of our nations agriculture, who rely on this water remaining clean and unpolluted.

In addition to e-mailing this to you, | am also posting to my Facebook page to make my comments truly public.

Thank you,

Sincerely,

Sandra Billington



Suereme Court Clerk’s Office - Keller, Heather

From: Jose Antonio Lucero <joseantonio.lucero@gmail.com>

Sent: Wednesday, December 28, 2016 9:19 AM

To: (SUP) Clerk of Court Office

Cc: WaterProtectorLegal@protonmail.com

Subject: Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by Qualified Attorneys From

Outside North Dakota.

Penny Miller, Clerk
North Dakota Supreme Court

Dear Penny Clark,

This is a crucial moment for justice in your state and in our country. I respectfully request that the North Dakota
Supreme Court accept and approve the Petition to Permit Temporary Provision of Legal Services by Qualified
Attorneys From Outside North Dakota.

There is an emergency affecting the North Dakota legal system resulting from the high number of arrests related
to anti-Dakota Access pipeline matters. There are an insufficient number of qualified and interested criminal
defense lawyers in North Dakota currently licensed to represent the over 500 people arrested. Many criminal
defense lawyers have already maxed out their public defender allotments. Many others have declined to take on
these cases, often due work load capacity, time constraints or conflicts of interest related to the pipeline
industry. Furthermore, any requests for change of venue have been denied.

These defendants, self-identified as Water Protectors, deserve fair trials and [ am concerned that due to the
reasons stated above, the North Dakota court system is currently strained in its capacity to ensure that
defendants receive these fair trials.

Please help all parties ensure that defendants are able to obtain the legal counsel they need to be given their fair
day in court.

Thank you.

José Antonio Lucero, PhD

Chair, Latin American and Caribbean Studies
Associate Professor of International Studies
Adjunct Associate Professor of Geography

Henry M. Jackson School of International Studies
415 Thomson Hall | Box 353650

University of Washington

Seattle, WA 98195-3650

206.616.1643 (voice) | 206.685.0668 (fax)




























































































